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Gov't lays out plan to upgrade Korea's
brain science level

Updated: 2016-05-30 190353 KST

The Ministry of Science, ICT and Future Planning has rolled out a comprehensive plan to develop Korea's brain
science to a global level.

The country's related technology was 72-percent of that of advanced nations, including the U.S. and Japan, as of
2014.

The ministry wants to bring that level to up to 90-percent within the next decade by pouring in around 285-million
U.5. dollars into brain research.

It will focus on creating not just a map but a "specialized atlas” of the brain that will detail the structure and function
of the panetal lobe, which enables humans to process sensory information like taste, temperature, and touch.

A map on age-related brain diseases is also slated to be completed by 2023,

(Korean: )

"Although Korea has high potential in the field due to its advanced level of brain-based research, it still has a ways to
go in terms of making any major breakthroughs. This mapping project could really help local researchers gain better
access to more funding for their work and attract collaboration in other areas such as stem cell research.”

Brain science is seen as vital to the development of artificial intelligence which is one of the main fields that's giving
rise to the so-called fourth industrial revolution.

It's expected that soon, researchers will be able to make advanced versions of super-computers modeling the map
of the human brain, which has a sophisticated nerve network comprised of 100-billicn neurons.

Other countries have already started their own brain-related ventures, like the BRAIN Initiative in the U.S., the
Human Brain Project by the European Union, and a similar project started by Japan in 2012.

Kim Ji-yeon, Arirang News.
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